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Beyond classrooms 

Ab Initio – First Step 

 
Yet another batch of bubbly and chirpy little feet began their journey at Shishuvan this year. These are the 

youngest learners of the Shishuvan family. As part of their learning these little ones had been for a family visit 

to their classmates’ homes. These curious minds were put to work as they had a visual treat to the big joint 

families their classmates lived in. These tiny tots were prompt in connecting the dots to their own families and 

its members like their grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins. Their happy faces filled us with joy that their 

first field visit in Shishuvan has set them on a path of fun and learning.  

 
 

                 
 

                                                                                                                                By Bhawna (Nursery teacher) 

           A Visit to Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sanghralaya 
 
We Std IV students went to Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sanghralaya to learn the importance of History.  

 

We started our journey from school at 9.10 am sharp in 2 buses for the 

museum. There, we were divided in to our groups along with parent 

volunteers. We started our tour by visiting different rooms.  

The first room we visited was  ‘Himalayan Art Gallery’ where we saw 

different paintings and small idols made of Copper, Brass, Silicon, Bronze 

etc. We saw idols of  Dhyani Buddha, Chintamani, Lokeshwara,  

Amitayus, Dancing Krishna, Heramba Ganpati, Tara, Vasudhara, Lakshmi 

Narayana,  Mahakala with his consort. 

 

Next we went to the ‘Indian Metal Gallery’. There we saw different coins made of bronze, copper, silver etc., 

utensils and small idols of gods made of gold and silver. Unusual things that we saw were Keshalankar, 

Howdah,  Hookah base and Turban casket. 

 

After this we went to the ‘Sculpture Gallery’. There were different big and small 

sculptures of Gods made of marble, limestone etc. we also visited a room full of 

‘Roman Coins’. These coins were made of 

crystal stone, hard rocks. 

 

Lastly we saw the Harappan civilization which 

is the part of Indus Valley Civilization. In this 

room we saw Ash,  Pots,  Model of The great 

bath, Fishing hooks, Big and small Goblets and Idol of Priest King and 

many more. 

 

Looking at these things, I was all excited to share the information about the houses, the art forms, coins in 

olden days with my family and friends. I was surprised to see that in olden days they were farming too!! I was 

wondering how they managed to do the carvings on the coins? How they got the metals? Who invented these 

things? 

It was an informative and knowledgeable fieldtrip.                                               

                                                                                                                                       By Medhansh (Grade IV) 
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 A Phenomenal Farming Experience   

Paddy Farming by Std IV                       
While learning about the Plant Kingdom in grade 4, we did an activity called sowing in which we had to sow 

a seed to grow a plant and learn more about paddy farming. For this, we had planned to go to Vaitarna near 

Igatpuri but because of heavy rains, our trip got cancelled and our happiness turned into sadness, finally we  

did this activity in school. 

Punita, our resource person, had come to guide us. She asked us how we will take care of the plant we would 

be planting, we shared and promised, we will water the plant, we will give  love to the plant, we will talk to the 

plant, place it in sunlight, we will keep the plant in friendly environment etc and then we planted our seeds in 

the container. 

Here are  the steps of how we sowed each seed 

1. We first mixed soil, coco peat and dry cow dung (you know what, coco peat 

was added to the soil and cow dung so that the plant can breathe.) 

2. Then we started filling our pots or plastic containers with it. 

3. We then made two holes with our fingers to hide the seeds deep inside for 

protection from birds and for them to get proper nutrients and then with the teachers help we  started putting 

seeds inside the holes. 

4.  After that we covered the seeds with soil and kept it in our classroom. 

 We were allowed to sow a spinach (Palak) seed, chilly seed or a lady finger seed according to the size of our 

container.  

Finally our class teachers told us ‘we will be going to Vaitarna on Monday’..  

Our heart was beating as fast as it could. 

We thought to ourselves ‘the trip should not get cancelled because of the rains again!!!!.’  

And Our wish was granted  

We were boarding the bus after 4 days. 

Bus journey was boring, it took us almost 3-4 hours to reach there. But my friends made it fun by singing. 

We also played guessing games. 

 

Punita, our resource person was waiting for us at the gate.  

 

We were served an energetic drink called “Raggi”. It was too cold there so after drinking it we felt warm and 

energetic. Punita then explained to us the steps and other things like ‘to be calm’ while working as the plucking 

of the plant should be done delicately without hurting the plant as it has to be transplanted. Not to scream and 

shout when we see the insects as they get scared and may harm us, working without disturbing them as it is 

their habitat and they are important part of the ecosystem. 
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She told us about the steps of paddy (rice) farming. They are,  

De-weeding which is to remove unwanted weeds.  

Then is ploughing, we do that because the soil is hard so we have to make 

it soft. How does that happen? It happens when bulls walk on the soil.  

Broadcasting is to put or throw seeds around the area.  

Raking is to hide seeds from birds and rats.  

Last is Bunding, to make a boundary so that excess water does not go out.  

Plucking- when the plants are ready about 6 inches, they are plucked with 

great care and tied in bunches and then transplanted  in a mucky water up 

to knee level.  

 

We also made a booklet for the Paddy farming. It was a very nice trip. We all loved the trip very much. 

 

                           
 

We felt very happy after doing this auspicious activity. It gave me an experience of how farmers actually do 

farming with lots of hard work for us.  We all should plant a tree in the garden or a plant in the house.  Do you 

agree??? 

                                                                                                                  By Anaya , Krupa,  Yashvi (Grade IV) 

 

Have you ever done farming before? 
I am sharing my experience with you all of my trip to Vaitarna. 

I had to wake up at 5am and reach school at 6am. We left a little late due to rain. 

On reaching there we freshened up. As soon as we were done, we assembled at 

the home and drank an energy drink before farming . I felt a little mucky and 

sticky, when I went into the farm. There were many beautiful trees and insects in 

different shades of nature around. I saw many stoma on the leaves. We were 

allowed to get  wet in the rain. I enjoyed being there because of the clean air and 

freshness. 

                                                                                                                                               By Sara (Grade IV)   
 

Monsoon – When Nature comes to life 
 

The students of grade VI went for a nature trail to Bombay Natural History Society as a 

part of their Science curriculum on 30th July 2019.  This was to reinforce the topic of 

plant life and to give them practical understanding of the topics like various parts of the 

plants and their functions, modifications of various parts of the plant and to gain more 

information about the variety of flora. The students also got an opportunity to gain 

information about different animals and insects found in the region.  

 

The nature trail was organized in batches of 20-25 students guided through different resource people.  In the 

beginning of the trail, students were oriented about the dos and don’ts and general information about the 

forest.  The walk through the forest became fascinating and interesting for the students as they observed various 

plants and insects .The resource people shared various interesting facts pertaining to the topic. Walking in the 
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rain and crossing the stream added to the enjoyment of the students.  The two hour 

trail ended with the students gaining good amount of information about the topic of 

Plant life.  

The teachers had a feedback session with the students on the 

next day of the trip. It was nice to see students remembering 

most of the information gained during the trip. 

 

By Sapna and Saima, (Grade VI teachers) 

 

 

 

The trip – trek – creatures 
 

BNHS [BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY] was extremely 

adventurous and thrilling. We were told that there were cheetahs and they 

saw us before we saw them. We saw exotic species of various insects and 

spiders. The trek was totally amazing and I look forward to many more trips 

in the coming year.  
                                                                              

By Ridhmi (Grade VI) 

                     

Learning made interesting  
 

Food – Can’t do without it 
 

The students of grade 2 learnt how to make coriander chutney and made sandwiches in the S.S lab as a part of 

the topic My Needs - Food. 
 

      
By Vedant Shah (Grade II) 
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        Vegetative Propagation      
 
The students of std 5 were learning vegetative propagation under   Plant life when Manasvi 

came up with this beautiful poem making the learning very simple.   
 

Vegetative Propagation, 

It's a new young plant's creation. 

And you will have a lot of fun,   

It's so easy, and it's done! 

  

It requires no pollination, 

And no seeds, but germination. 

All it needs is roots, stem or leaves, 

It doesn't not need any bees! 

  

When a sweet potato's root 

Develops a young new shoot, 

Same with the flower dahlia, 

And bryophyllum and begonia. 

  

Some plants grow really tall, 

But some get stuck short and small. 

When a money-plant or rose 

Loses a twig, it blossoms and grows.   

  

It's vegetative propagation, 

It's a young new plant's creation! 

  

                                                                                                                      By Manasvi Dadbhawala (Grade V) 
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                    National Language – Hindi 
कक्षा पााँचवी में ह िंदी हवषय के अिंतर्गत कहवता लेखन की र्हतहवधी की र्ई हिस में छात्रों द्वारा "मनभावनसावन" कहवता का 

सस्वरर्ायन करवाया र्या| कहवता में आए नए शब्दों के अर्ग पर चचाग की र्ई|  

       बहुिमिंर्न द्वारा छात्रों से प्रकृहतपर आधाररत शब्दों की सचूी बनवाई र्ई| उन शब्दों का प्रयोर् करके छात्रों द्वारा स्वयिं कहवता 

की रचना की र्ई| छात्रों की कुछ रचनाएाँ नीचे प्रस्ततु की र्ई  ैं|                                     

         

       
 
   

                  

 
By Puja Maurya (Grade V teacher) 
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                    State Language – Marathi 
इयत्ता ७ वीत एक धडा शिकलो ज्याच ेनाव होते रमेिचा वाढदिवस. ह्या धड्यात रमेि 
स्वतःचा वाढदिवस एका गरजू मलुाला मित करून साजरा करतो आणि एवढेच नाही तर 
संध्याकाळी वाढदिवस सगळयांसमोर साजरा करतांना रमेिने ह्या गरज ूमलुाची ओळख 
आपल्या नातेवाईकांना आणि शमत्ांना करवनू दिली.हे करतांना त्याला अजजबात लाज नाही 
वाटली. 
ववद्यार्थयाांना हे समजवनू िेण्यात आले कक कळत नकळत आपि चांगली कामं करतच 
असतो.  

धडा समजून घेतल्यानंतर वगाातल्या मलुानंा ते करत असलेली चांगली कामे मे सटु्टीत गहृ्काया 
म्हिून चचत्ासकट शलहायला सागंण्यात आले होत.े   त्यांच्या काही झलकी  
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By Urmi Damani 
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Making Chemistry interesting  
 

If the students are taught the subject interestingly and they also keep the notes with mind maps 

and diagrams, it will help them to overcome rote learning, understand the concepts and then 

apply them scientifically. With this thinking, Sunil Dammewal, Chemistry Teacher of Std 8 

followed different strategy for teaching. Prisha is explaining how they studied Chemistry and 

also giving us a peek in her note book to get clarity  
 

HYDROGEN MIND MAP 

 

We made a mind map of the chapter hydrogen in chemistry. the mind map had all the sub topics of hydrogen 

in short. The chapter turned out to be very easy using the mind map. 

We made the mind map step by step as we covered any particular sub topic we had it noted in the mind map. 

The making of the mind map was a continuous process 
 

Position in the periodic table: first we understood the placement and position of hydrogen atom in the 

periodic table. 
 

 Hydrogen is the first element of the periodic table 

 Position: it is present on the extreme left 

 

Then we came across the structure of the hydrogen atom. We understood how the atom was made, 
 

 Symbol: H 

 Atomic no 1 

 Relative atomic mass 1.008 

 Electronic configuration 1 

(Once we had understood the concept we noted it down in the mind map.) 

 

To make our work easy in understanding the structure we made a diagram of hydrogen, 
 

Then came in the most interesting part: THE DISCOVERY OF HYDROGEN, 

 

 16 TH CE – Paracelsus 

 1672 – Robert Bayle 

 1766 – henry Cavendish 

 1783 – Antoine Lavoisier 

 

Later we learnt about the isotopes of hydrogen which are as follows: 

 Protium 

 Deuterium 

 Tritium 

 

Next we had a question where is hydrogen present …? 

So  we found out the occurrence of hydrogen:  
 

 Acids  

 Atmosphere 

 Combined state 

 Sun 

 

Then with the help of experiments we came to know the preparation of hydrogen 

So hydrogen is prepared with the help of reactions: 
 Reaction of metals with water 

 Reaction of metals with acids 

 Reaction of metals with alkalis  

 Through electrolysis  
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 Bosch process 

 

Thus we came across the properties of hydrogen: 
 

They are chemical and physical, 

 

 

CHEMICAL 

 It’s a neutral gas  

 And it is highly inflammable  

 

PHYSICAL 

 Nature 

 Solubility in water  

 Melting and boiling point 

 Flammability 

 

 

Later we learnt 3 new reactions  

 

1. Oxidation reaction     

2. Reduction reaction 

3. Redox reaction 

 

Next we figured out with the help of class discussion what were the uses of hydrogen  
 

Uses Of Hydrogen 
 

 Used in weather balloons  

 Used to manufacture ammonia gas  

 Used to make Vanaspati ghee 

 Used to extract metals  

 Produces high temperature with oxygen(cutting metals) 

 Has great potential energy (used as a fuel) 

This process of the making of the mind map was really were helpful in studying  the chapter  
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By Sunil Dammewal 

Work of Prisha (Grade 8) 
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                               Nutrition Facts 
The Nutrition chapter (Std 9th) had lot of information with respect to classes of food, classes of nutrients, 

nutritive value and importance of essential elements, malnutrition and deficiency diseases. The scope of 

objective type questions was humongous. Therefore, to help them choose the terms and consolidate important 

details, the strategy of mind map was used. 

The students enjoyed the poster making  activity as they build on comprehension and it reduced confusion.      
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By Gladnis (Grade 9 teacher)    
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                                             From Parent’s Diary……. 
Summer of May 20nineteen! 

 

This summer of May 20Nineteen, 

Three families had plans quite exciting! 

They travelled up North to Himachal Pradesh, 

To trek the mountains with great courage. 

 

At reaching the base, what a delight, 

Snow clad mountains and green pines were a sight! 

To get acclimatized on our Day one, 

Was important before we began all the fun! 

 

We spend the day chatting and bathing, 

Walked down the river to waters chilling! 

Saw mynahs, ravens and yellow billed blue magpies , 

Hoopoes, robins, verditers and paradise flycatchers! 

 

Next day we began our trek to the mountain, 

Going almost close to chandrakhani pass was our mission. 

Each of us carried our own bags with bare necessities, 

Mules carried tents, sleeping bags and food for our facilities. 

 

Two days we walked through forests of pine, 

Dense valleys, gushing rivers and all things fine! 

We learnt to adjust, we bonded so well, 

We sang songs around the campfire as night fell. 

 

No bathing, hardly brushing. 

No fancy clothes, just jackets and warm thermals. 

No screens, just friends and mountains 

These were our rituals for the days of our trekking! 

 

Dates, dry fruits, parathas and rajma-chawal we ate, 

Brave girls with visual impairment still trekking, were the best we met! 

With Gayatri Dutt and Khushal Bhaiya as our guides, 

To the closest top with snow mountains we reached with great pride! 

 

The weather was unpredictable, 

The snow mountain cold, unbearable. 

The trek was certainly not easy, 

But we did it! with our friends crazy! 

 

While at the snow top, snow golas we ate! 

While at the snow top, a snow man we made! 

While at the snow top, we slid and played! 

While at the snow top, good books we read! 

 

Finally , as we climbed down with a few slides and falls, 

We laughed and seemed to have achieved it all. 

Back at the base with a few local children we played, 

Bella, Browny and Pouncer were dog friends we made. 

 

In addition , we went to Manikaran, 

Bathed in hot sulphur springs that healed our sunburn! 

Can't forget the small cafe town of Naggar, 

Finger chips, momos, pizzas and desserts, to eat we were eager! 

And as if to bid us a happy goodbye , 

A gorgeous seven coloured rainbow appeared in the sky. 

Cheers to the wonderful holidays! 

We look forward to another challenging May! 

 

Poem put together by Hetal Dedhia 

Parents and Children 

Chandresh and Hetal Dedhia - Reyansh (Std-2) & Aarohi (Std- Jr. Kg.) 
Chintan and Surbhi Chheda - Valeshca (Std-2) and Vihaan (Std-2) 

Harshvardhan and Priyanka Shah - Vendant (Std-2) and Hridaaya (Std-Nursery) 
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                                                                                From our Creative Stars  

Students Page 

Why ‘Shoemaker and the Elves’ is my favorite 
story? 

 

Because I like how the Elves help Ben and Beth to make shoes like magic 

and how the shoemakers make gifts for them to thank them for all their 

help.  Being kind is much better than being rude. When I shout,  my mum 

tells me that I’m rude and when she shouts, I delete her name from my 

birthday party list.  

As narrated by Aadhya (Sr. Kg.) 

 

Sliding through the rainbow 

 
 

By Shlokh  B. (Grade I) 
 

Drawing in oil pastels 

 
 
By Jiya Parekh (Grade II) 
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Our Guest this time – Ganpati Bappa 

 

Lord Ganesh, who is also known as Ekdanta was kept at our house. 

Ganesh Chaturthi was from 2nd to 11th of September. We kept him at 

our house for 1 and a half day. Like every year this year also we 

bought an eco-friendly Lord Ganesh made of clay. Our theme was 

greenery. We choose it because we didn’t want to pollute the 

environment. Like the previous 3 years we didn’t keep the thermocol 

sihasan, instead we bought a structure made out of  wood and on top 

of  that we put foam. We also bought two, 1 meter fabrics and some 

flowers to decorate it. 

When Ganpati Bappas sthapana was done we did a Pooja and some bhajans were continuously being played. 

There was a lamp which was continuously lit for the time he was there with us. Many people came for darshan. 

On the last day with us his visarjan Pooja began at around 4 ‘o’ clock and we went to Girgaon 

Chowpatty for his visarjan. It was raining heavily so we put an umbrella over him. We did the 

Pooja and came back at around 9 ‘o’clock. 

It was the best Ganesh Chaturthi I ever had. 

 

By Vir Srivastava (Grade 4) 
 

     

           Experience of learning by doing                                                  
                                                                      

                                 Kabira Khada Bazaar Mein 
 

Learning beyond the classroom .......... Annual Day the learning space with fun 

This year 7th std got a chance to perform a Hindi play called Kabira khada bazzar mein which is a novel written 

by Bishma Sahani on the life of Sant Kabir . We were introduced to the storyline and characters by the director 

of our play Mandar, we had a discussion session with him and our teachers about the play. Auditions were held 

and characters were selected for the play and the roles were appointed. We had about two and a half weeks to 

put up the play with the help of our teachers and the support staff. 

 

The play took us into the Kabir era,  the story was a 

new space for us as it was a very different story from 

the ones we did in our past plays. Doing the play was 

also very helpful for us as this was the literature book 

in our hindi class therefore it was easier to understand 

the story. I feel that we really understood and did our 

best to connect with the story. We were doing the 

same story in class at the same time. Kabir has a 

different personality compared to the others, the play 

was a fun way to learn about him.  
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The window of time given was really small and we put up the best production that we could in the given time. 

During the production we got a  various opportunities like being assistant directors, getting to design the 

costumes for the play, many kids were involed in building the sets and making the props for the play, also we 

got a chance to work on light and sound which was a great learning experience for us and then there were 

people who were acting, dancing and singing. The process also taught us that each member of the group was 

important. The play went well and smoothly, although I wish we had more time for rehearsal. The play was 

performed in a fabulous and a perfect way. I write this on behalf of all my peers as this was one of the 

greatest  time that we had in this term.   

 

                                                                                                                             By Sanyukta Shroff (Grade VII) 

                        
The Comedy Of Errors 

 
Finally the day of drama, tragedy and theatre is back. 

STD IX performed the play ‘The Comedy of Errors’ 

written by Sir William Shakespeare. The story is 

believed to be one of Shakespeare’s earlier written 

plays, a humorous comedy involving the parents being 

separated from their twins in a shipwreck. After the 

shipwreck, Antipholus and his slave Dromio, set off to 

Esephesus to find the other twin. After a lot of probing 

the parents found both set of twins and eradicate the 

problems caused earlier. Deshik Vansadia is an actor 

and director. His credits include Romeo and Juliet, 

Godolt, Cymbeline, A Midsummers Night Dream, 

Measure For Measure etc. He wanted to bring more of Shakespeare to India. He is highly dedicated to the 

works of Shakespeare and does them in its original language. We just can’t wait for another melodrama filled 

journey of our annual day for next year. 

By Students of Grade 9 

 

An Experience of a Lifetime 
 
Amidst the immense joy and glory of performing for the last time on the 

school stage, we were somewhere quite sad for it was our last school 

annual day. Nevertheless we all made a pact to enjoy this experience to the 

fullest and needless to say we definitely did!  

Our annual day was based on 4 stories from our Hindi literature textbook 

– Ekanki Sanchay. The whole process was a combination of excitement, 

laughter and glamour and it broke the illusion of monotony that we had 

initially. Our final play received immense applause and I had to pinch 

myself to ascertain that I was not hallucinating.  

It will surely be an experience that will be fresh in my mind ever after these 

glorious school days come to an end. Thank You Shishuvan! 

                                                                                                                                      By Harshi Shah (Grade X) 
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GURUPURNIMA – An Ode to the teachers 
Guru pournima is the occasion which celebrated by all the students for their own section teachers and also 

by the high school students for all the staff members. They organise special assemblies where they can give 

surprises to the teachers, appreciate the teachers and share their feelings. This day the high-school students 

organise games for all the staff members in groups, It  is celebrated with full zest. 

 

                              

 

Gurupurnima was organised extremely well. The PPT shown was prepared very nicely. 

The students also enacted some special and unique habits of the teachers which they 

observed during the classes was outstanding. The handmade gifts given by the students 

was a pen stand painted in 4 colours which was adorable. Over all it was a very well 

organised celebration throughout the week. Special thanks to the teacher in-charges  for 

supporting and guiding the children to put up this event.   

             
By Parwathi  

  

                                                     
 

 


